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Heroin sales 7

¢ FO%@UMS“— “Nsecret’ message
’dl aecnsed hit man-Eugene Tafoya
{to visit-Libyan stndent Faisal Zagallai here
fin 1980-claifmed Iranian ‘and Libyan:sta-
Sdents were-selling heroin™ini order to-buy
{guns; -a- defense" attomey -said ' in~ court
iThursday. - =23 i
} Jlege& ‘messa age didn’traccuse- Za-
lgallax —the man Tafoya is charged: with
‘attempting to murder — of drug sales; but
‘it did accuse him of making mﬂammatory
. radio broadcasts to the Middle East. -

-The message,-revealed. during -opening
statements at Tafoya’¥ attempted murder
‘trial here,-is similar- to'information-ob-
tained by the News earlier regarding drug
‘'sales by Iranians ir the Denver area. ..

A police source’ told the News: last yur%
that a small group of Iranians in the Den~ |
ver area were-suspected: of purchasmg
guns with profits from drug sales<

On Thursday,” the News was: told: by a
knowledgeable -law enforcement source-
lthat police infofmants claim the guns were:
to be sold to the Palestine Liberation Orga~:
!mzatxon However, it isn't known whether
'authorities have eyewitness lmowledge of
iweapons purchases orsales. .- ..
" No one has been charged; and there'is no }
linformation the evidence is strong anough
\to roduce a criminal case. ® = " o

g opening statements at Tafoya’s
1tnal here, Walter.Gerash, one of Tafoya’
lawyers, said his client received a ;
iwhile in London ordering him to go to- Fort*‘
xCollxns. Gerash said it.read: "me Zagal-:
Mai making bmdcatswmhnatm :

\an and Libyan students trafficking: i ber-
‘om via Teheran for sale to purchase weap-- weap-
{ ons and to implement. other programs.”.. .
| Tafoya has told newsmen he thon b his®
{ London orders came CIA. d
{he had been. ordered to

{ “cool it,” and.that. gunplay initiated by 4
K Zagallai ended.in the Libyan’s shooting. ...

! Zagallanwasshoﬂwxcemthebeatfby
: Tafoya's .22-caliber revolver about 7:30 1
| p.m."on Oct. 14, 1980. Hewasbhnded m'

‘ One eye' - y :as:mn :.m v 07 u*w.-«-««a
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Prosecutors believe 'l‘afoya was on a ;

missiont for the Libyan government to kill ; i

{ Zagallai. Zagallai had voiced oppesition to |

the leadership of Lnbyan strongman Moam- |

mar. Khadaly o dnaGed e UEey mik

Inhiso g.statemeat: Lazimer Couns- 9
ity sttnct Attorney Stu Van Meveren told

the jury he would dnscrednt Tafoya s self-
defense claim.
Gerash, in what was. for him a subdued
. Opening statement, said Tafoya would have
- acted much differently if he had intended
- Yo kill Zagallai. Tafoya.wouldn’t have used.
:-a gun traceable back to him, woualdn't have -
- used his own credit cards at a Fort Collins
1:motel; would't . have: rented- 4" cap-in: hiss
10Wn name, and wouldn’t: have:let sevérab
witnesses have a clear view of him at. the‘]

shooting scene if hxs
GeIrashgsaxd. , P“I’POSG WaS to klll.
t is a:Y'case of a soldxer !eft out
cold,” Gerash said. Gerash characteull'utg:
Tafoya 23-a decorated war hero abandoned
by his country. Gerash said- he believes
Tafoya was-a small actor in-a larger. Unit-
-ed. States. government operation. He- 'has
“been allowed to take the blame fop: the:

decisions 2of fm'svpmmmea défaysed
clanms




